
1 
 

Notes from the MDO SAC meeting October 2, 2018,  Kanazawa 

Participants: , Magnus Ingelman-Sundberg, Tsuyoshi Yokoi,  Scott Obach,  Emily Scott,  James 
Halpert, Fred Guengerich, Aiming Yu, Uli Zanger, Eric Johnson, Xinxin Ding, Jir Hudeček,  Petr Pavek,   
Damjana Rozman 

Notes:  Damjana Rozman  

Agenda 
1. Opening (Magnus) 
2. MDO 2016 summary (Aiming Yu) 
3. MDO 2018 summary and conclusions (Tsuyoshi Yokoi) 
4. MDO awards for 2018, overview of the outcome (Tsuyoshi Yokoi) 
5. MDO 2020 planning (Jiri Hudecek and Petr Pavek) 
6. MDO 2022 in collaboration with NA ISSX meeting (Magnus) 
7. MDO funds, current and future spending (Magnus) 
8. AOB 

 

Ad2)  Aiming Yu reported from the 21st MDO meeting, October 2- 6th 2016  in Davies, USA.  This was 
a high academic profile meeting with very few industry (15%) and 272 participants. Two thirds of 
participants were form USA (192), 11 from Canada 2 from South America, 28 from Europe, 36 from 
Asia and 1 from Africa and Australia.  Meeting ended financially positive. Income: $139,144 $ (funds 
from MDO excluded since they will be returned to MDO), expenditure: $127,559.68 4. The  $11,554.32 
of surplus was send to MDO for future use. The online survey was responded by  94/272 participants  
(34.6% response rate). Overall satisfaction was very good since over 95% of participants rated the 
meeting as excellent or very good. The committee thanked Aiming again for the excellent organisation 
of the Davies MDO meeting.  

Ad3) Tsuyoshi Yokoi described the organisation of the running 22nd MDO meeting combined with 
33rd JSSX meeting, October 1st – 5th in Kanazawa. Due to the joint meeting with JSSX, this is the largest 
MDO meeting in the last 20 years. The number of participants is hitherto 850, on site registrations are 
still going on.  Thus in total, a high number (45) of on ite registered attendees is apparent. The meeting 
is strongly supported by the industry with 41 industry booths. Currently there are 166 foreign 
participants from 22 countries and in total 308 posters have been submitted. Due to the collaboration 
with MDO there is approximately about 150 more foreign registrants than usual at the JSSX meetings. 
The preliminary budget analysis indicates a break even result with expenditures and incomes of 
42,000,000 Yen.   

Ad4) Tsuyoshi Yokoi. The Kanazawa meeting hosts the 50th anniversary of MDO which has some 
financial consequences (travel awards to guest speakers), as decided on a previous committee 
meeting. In total $ 7 500 has been paid for seven student travel awards and for speakers and chairmen 
at the two MDO 50th anniversary symposia. There was not enough applications for the 10 awards.  
 

The committee thanked Tsuyoshi for all his successful work with the organisation of the meeting. 
 
Ad5) Jiri  Hudeček described the preparations for the  23rd MDO meeting in Prague  (Sunday August 
30th – September 2nd 2020).  J. Hudaček is the Chair of the Organising Committee, Petr Pavek the 
Chair of the Scientific Committee and  Pavel Anzenbacher the honorary chair.  Location: Brand new 
Faculty of architecture, Czech Technical University. Location in NW  of Prague, close to subway station 
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from the airport, close to downtown, several hotels nearby, in the heart of the Czech Technical 
University campus.  

Interesting social programme is also being prepared. Gala dinned 50 euro – for a separate bill. 
Excursion  optional. Budget outline: should be balanced due to a  risk of lower participation (competing 
meetings). Regular registration fee will be kept under 500 euro. About 300 participants is expected. A 
discussion has been raised whether MDO could help with stipends – the answer was yes.  The local 
organizers  think of joining the MDO meeting  to CEE meeting (TOXCON) for one day,  enabling a 
broader audience. Thus, 1-day participation fee (last day) will also be offered. There are some 
competing meetings, including EACPT-European ISSX meeting in June. 

Cost calculation is at the current stage already very precise. Estimated costs to the person (lunch and 
coffee brakes, tickets, etc.) is about 200 Eur/person.  The expected costs are 2.5 mio CZK or 100,000 
euro (25 CZK – 1 euro, 20 CZK  - 1 $). About 25 invited speakers are expected.  To keep the budget 
balanced we need 200 paying participants.  Early bird could be encouraged by this scheme. Additional 
possible income comes from companies although in the Czech republic there are not too many in this 
field. Draft programme – maximum of 3 parallel sessions. The meeting  favored a maximum of 2 parallel 
sessions. The initial topics and list of names has already been proposed. The discussion was about the 
air conditioning, which is available, and whether there will be some student fellowships and some 
special student  courses or seminars .  The registration for students will be within  300 – 350 euro. JH   
suggested to appoint  some »ambassadors of MDO« in different countries, to attract more people.  

MIS suggested to the Organizing Committee to provide a schedule with deadlines ASAP. JH responded 
that registration will start about 1 year in advance.  TY pointed that in Kanazawa (and also in recent 
years) many people come at the last moment and register on site. Thus, a late deadline for abstracts 
and registration might be advantageous. MIS will visit Prague for further direct planning. 

Ad6) 2022 – An MDO meeting combined with the North American ISSX Society meeting. A draft 
agreement with MDO has been produced between MIS and ISSX as attached to these minutes. From 
the ISSX side Mike Zientek has been appointed as responsive organizer, ISSX will assume the financial 
responsibility for the  meeting. Vancouver, Toronto and Colorado have been suggested as places for 
the meeting. It is proposed that the SAB will be equal in numbers between MDO and NA ISSX, same 
for the number of sessions. MIS pointed that MDO needs to assign a person who will be responsible 
from the MDO site. S.O. will be on the SAB from the ISSX side.  Xiao-Bo Zhong from Department of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Connecticut, Storrs, Connecticut has been suggested by several 
MDO SAC members as responsible from the MDO side.  The MDO  SAC supports Xiao-Bu as the 
responsible from the MDO side. His work will be supported by Aiming Yu and also by his Dean Jim 
Halpert. Xiao-Bu will have to join MIS  in further discussions with NA ISSX.  

Ad7) MDO funds  

The balance is $ 58,798,86.  We have not used much of money. Discussion was raised about whether 
some money might be transferred to kick-off preparations to the Prague organizers. The SAC agrees  
to share $ 20, 000 for an initial grant for the Organisers of the 23rd meeting, that has to be returned 
to MDO pending the outcome of the meeting.  

In the view of the travel fund it was proposed to retain the 2-level scheme from Kanazawa:  We will 
advertise 15 travel grants: 350 $ for Europe, 750 $ for outside.  

JH  asked what  is the business plan for the MDO money – MIS replied it is a fund to be used as 
needed and proposed by the MDO SAB and has been used for stimulation of young scientists and 
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lecturers at this meeting, as well as for initial support for the organisers of upfront MDO meetings. 
Luckily the recent meetings have hitherto have had a surplus and the initial grant then been payed 
back to MDO. The SAB agreed that for the future a plan for use of these money should be produced.  

Ad8) AOB  MIS is updating the homepage (www.mdo.ki.se) . Tsuneo Omuras opening talk from the 
50th anniversary of MDO  will be put on the web as a great history of P450 research (»wiki« P450s).   
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